[Long-term follow-up of acute pancreatitis--significance of cholecystectomy for the biliary form].
Of 83 patients with acute pancreatitis it was possible to control 79 of them 5-16 years later, 33 on the basis of case histories and 46 personally. In 43 cases (54.4%) it was pancreatitis caused by gallstones. After an operative procedure, there followed in each case an auspicious progress without recurrence. By the patients who were not operated, there was a recurrence rate of 45.5%. In cases of pancreatitis not caused by gallstones the late progress is marked by a high recurrence and complication rate.